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Instructional Design Based on “Interdisciplinary
Accomplishments” — Take STEAM and
“Integrative Learning” for Instance

ZHONG Qiquan
(Institute of Curriculum and Instruction, East China Normal University,

Shanghai, 200062, China)

Abstract: School education needs to cultivate not only learners’ disciplinary accomplishments, but
also interdisciplinary accomplishments. This is the integration of two or multiple disciplines ( fields),
aiming to link new knowledge with existing knowledge, information and experience, and further
bridge it with practical topics from community life to global society, so as to promote learners’ basic
and practical understanding of learning topics. It is the exquisite teaching design that surpass the in-
depth understanding of a single discipline. This article takes STEAM education in the United States
and “Integrative Learning” in Japan for instances, which are recognized as typical examples of
integrative instructional design in international circle of educational institutes , in order to explore its
origin and development, characteristics and value, experience and enlightenment.

Keywords: interdisciplinary accomplishments; instructional design; STEAM; Integrative Learning
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